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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a method for cleaning a thin- 
film forming apparatus wherein a thin film is formed on an 
object to be processed by supplying a process gas into a 
reaction chamber in which the object is housed. The clean- 
ing method comprises a purging step for purging the in- 
side of the reaction chamber by supplying an activatable 
nitrogenous gas containing nitrogen into the reaction cham- 
ber. The purging step comprises a substep wherein the ni- 
trogenous gas is activated for nitriding the surfaces of mem- 
bers within the reaction chamber. 
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